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said good night, passed into his chamber to the rudle of his
bed, where he said his prayers, as in the morning, then un-
dressed. He said good night with an inclination of the head,
and whilst everybody was leaving the room stood at the corner
of the mantelpiece, where he gave the order to the colonel of
the guards alone. Then commenced what was called the petit
voucher, at which only the specially privileged remained. That
was short. They did not leave until he got into bed. It was
a moment to speak to him. Then all left if they saw any one
buckle to the King. For ten or twelve years before he died>
the petit coucher ceased, in consequence of a long attack of
gout he had had; so that the Court was finished at the rising
from supper.
On medicine days, which occurred about once a month, the
King remained in bed, then heard mass. The royal household
came to see him for a moment, and Madame de Maintenon
seated herself in the arm-chair at the head of his bed. The
King dined in bed about three o'clock, everybody being
allowed to enter the room, then rose, and the privileged alone
remained. He passed afterwards into his cabinet, where he
held a council, and afterwards went, as usual, to Madame de
Maintenon's and supped at ten o'clock, according to custom.
During all his life, the King failed only once in his attendance
at mass. It was with the army, during a forced march; he
missed no fast day, unless really indisposed. Some days before
Lent, he publicly declared that he should be very much dis-
pleased if any one ate meat or gave it to others, under any pre-
text. He ordered the grand prevot to look to this, and report
all cases of disobedience. But no one dared to disobey his
commands, for they would soon have found out the cost. They
extended even to Paris, where the lieutenant of police kept
watch and reported. For twelve or fifteen years he had him-
self not observed Lent, however. At church he was very
respectful. During his mass everybody was obliged to kneel
at the Sanctus, and to remain so until after the communion of
the priest; and if he heard the least noise, or saw anybody
talking during the mass, he was much displeased. He took the

